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All of the artists involved in this evening’s concert have worked for Welsh National

Opera and it is this connection that continues to bring them together for the Opera

Picnic. However, their careers and activities span before and beyond a significant
association with one particular company.
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J OAN N E TH 0 MAS MEZZO SOPRANO

Joanne Thomas was born in the Rhondda. She studied at the
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and the R
y of Mm h Beatrice U th. Joanne represented
s in BBC Cardif Singer of the World 2001,

Operatlc roles include 3rd Lady (Magic Flute) and Mme Larina
(Eugene Onegin) for Welsh National Opera, Witch, Mother and
Fairy (Hansel and Gretel) for WNO MAX and Pocket Op
Joanne has d the roles of Santuzza ( Cavalleria rusticana)
), Liubov \\,4 [“@ shohina),

) ner roles

liams' \he Parlo wu] Cwarhm ﬂher), Mrs
edlisation of the [«mgj s Ope

Slender (Saliert's Falstaff) for Bampton Classical Opera
Joanne hags performed in concert in Germany, Malta, Canada
USA, New Zedland and Australia, includ Jm a performa
Sydney Opera House. Other notable performances h
Berio Fo lksongs with Sinfonia Cymru, Berlioz' Les Nuits «
Flgar's Sea Pictures, and the Britien Charm of Lullabies
Natic m\ Orchestra ¢ roadcast on BBC Radio. Her
extensive repertoire of Oralo mn includes performances of Verd's
Requiem and Rossini's Stabat Mater, and Bach's B minor Mass at
St John's Smith Square.
Recital work has included the Songmaker's Aimanac at the

Hall, St. David's Hall lunchtime recitals, and a BBC
adio 3 broadcast from the Fishquard Festival, where she
ered Rhian Samuels' Three Ancient S Iso the premier
Bur wvhsThree Shakespt Pdfﬁ oman Joa nne has

ol \ ‘t ot

Mama (Grace
Peachum (Britten
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Tplete FC ger ( u\te
\O‘ r‘J oris.

0 a"d ﬁObSﬂS\abd vWac dﬂd \,cm murm or
Crosskeys Choral Society

NAOMI HARVEY  soesuno

Recent engagements include the file role in Puccini's Tosca
(National Concert Hall, Dublin); Ines and cover Leonora I
Trovatore (Scottish Opera); Gertrud Hansel & Gretel, and cover
Bard of Germania/Alice the Barmaid/The Queen of the Woods In
Parenthesis National OoPr a); Donna Anna Don Glovanni,
and the co f Senta The ing Dutchman, and Minnie The
Golden Girl 0 3 ish National Opera); the covers of La
Comtesse de Coigny / ndrea Chénier, Madam Larina Fugene
Onegin, La Ciesca Glanni Schicehi, and Domna Saburova The
sar's Bride (Royal Opera House); Sara in the world premiére of
James McCarthy's Codebreaker (Barbican Hall, London); soprano
soloist The World of Opera Mm”” ra of Welsh National Op%w
H fole in Aida Nrw'sbfm ); 0] prdm wav J\ quw

=

(Royal Fe oy
Symphany Jhorus‘;; Bcotho‘msumb/mpm b% Da wds
Hall, Cardiff) under the baton of Carlo Rizzi.
Ms. Ha previous seasons highlights include Marschallin Der
osenkavalier, Elisabetta Don Carlos, Leonora Il Trovatore,
Giorgetta Il Tabarro, the fitle role in Tosca, Desdemona Otello,
Alice Ford Falstaff, Blanche Du\ﬂgum des carmélites, Vioketta La
raviata, Liu Turandot, Mimi La Boheme, Erste Dame Die
Zauberfitte, Hanna Glawari The Me , Marcelina Le nozze
di Figaro, and Berta Il barbiere di Shig Ish National Opera);
Emilia Marty The Markopulos Case, Donna Anna Don Glovanni,
Micagla Carmen and Mimi La bonéme (English National Opera);
Tina Flight (Glyndebourne Festival Opera); Magda The Consul

%e3

and Donna Anna Don Giovanni
Jobling in the world premiere of
{

ra Holland Park); Isa
fil Todd's The Blackened Man
Opera %ause) ; Ismene Mitridate (Opera Monte Carlo)
Alice Ford Falstaff (English Touring Opera); tile role in Tosca (Mid
les Opera); Rosalinda Die Fledermaus (on tour in the USA),
Ellen Orford Peter Grimes (Canterbury Festival).

An expertenced concert artist, Naomi has performed at many
leading concert halls internationally, highlights include gala
concerts with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra at Queen
Elisabeth Hall, London, and %\mp ony Hall, Brmingham; Verdi
Requiem, Tippett A Child Of Our Time, Britten Spring Symphony,
Vaughn-Willams Sea Symphony, Janacek Glagolitic Mass and
Beethoven Mass in C (Barbican Hall, London); Mahler 8th
Symphony (Roye val Hall and Ely Cathedrdl); Will Todd's The
Burning Road ( (The Sage, Ga ~bhpam nd is a regular guest

the BBC Concert Orchesta for day Night is Music
Night (BBC Radio 2). Further concert repertoire includes

Jeethov phony, Strauss Four Last Songs, Bruckner

ien 9th Sym

and Dvorak Te Deum, Britten War Requiem, Ha ndels fessiah,
Mendelssahn Eljah, Mozart Requiem
Ms. Harvey returns to the Royal Opera House in the 16/17

season, and performs in a Remembrance Day concert with the
Orchestra of Welsh National Opera at St. David's Hall, Cardiff, and
Verdi Requiem at Bain Abbey.

Simon Phillippo
Simon PhHHpLo Studied at the Royal Academ
Gonville and Simon Phillippo studied at the R
Musc 5ﬂd uoﬂwH m Cawu; hHﬂg@ pamhwdos, where re
‘ i ith al c interests, Simon

furst and Sir
‘ mmnu uahs \r the Leeds
kmdm L, mp tiion in 2009. Simon spent a year stud"iﬂq at
the National wra&udmm ndon, before jo wmru the 1 \um
staff of Welsh National Opera, w
as staff conductor, chorus master and re
conducted over WJ ﬁpeap@ formances, and was the chorus
master for ma 0 productions and recordings, including the
\rsratdgmg\r TBWU Handel's Jephtha and the world premiere

of James MacMillan’s The Sacrifice
Other opera conducting er ents have included Madam
Butterfly and Tosca with the Royel Philharmonc
Royal Albert Hal; Don Giovanni, Carmen, The Bdlb‘,
Tosca and La Cenerentola as Music Director of Opera Brava; Hﬂ”
La traviata in t m \/Md\o and Far East with Opera and Concert
Productions WA 6. He has dls ed with English National
Opera, Opera Europa, Opera Holland Park and the European
Chamber Opera. In the concert hall he has led the R
Phiharmonic chhksra he WNO Orchestra, the Orchesira of
Opera North, Brandon Hil Chamber Orchestra, Mozart e&t\\, \
Orchestra, fme%t ead Sympho \meu ra, and the Helos

ich he was Artistic Director and Principal

-

of Music aﬂd

mdwcu
Simon has publishe

widely on a range of musical subjects; he
has also given talks on BBC Radio 3, and has presented leciures
on opera for Welsh National Opera, Liv 100 ol Hope University and
Rose Bruford College. He has been an Associate Lecturer at
Cardif University, and s a leading authority on the British
composer Robert Sir mpson, 1, cont buﬂg freg chapters to
symposium published in 2013 and currently editing a
of Simpson's music for the publisf w P
planist too, Simon has appec
chamber musician and acc r“
Keyboard Studies at the R
Drama in 2015,

a major
new edition

 as concerto soloist,
Fc was appointed Head of
MM College of Music and

JAMES GOWER
James Go s born in Newport, South
St John's (

les and studied at
my of Music.
He is currently stud obert Lloyd. James
made his English Ndﬂoma\ Pppd 'e‘ tpk ming Lord
Krishna/Parsi Rustomii Satyagraha by Philip Glass. He
subsequently joined th the ENO Young Singers Programme and
performed many more roles at ENO including Mercury/Lictor/3rd

Speaker Die Zauberfote, Ceprano
, Gazella Lucrezia Borgia (broadcast live
fls, de F&’a\mj ne Radamisto. As an associate artist
Ish National Opera, James performed Un Moing Don
Carlos and Second x’\rmed Man Die Zauberflote. For
Glyndebourne Festival Opera he performed Pinglino Giann
Schicehi, (oroadcast on BBC TV and performed at the Proms)
and Erster Priester/Zwelter gehamischter Mann Die Zauberflote.
For Glyndebourne on Tour he sang Doctor P:Heas et Mélisande
cﬂd Doctor Grenvil La Travita. - Other roles include Raimondo
Lucla di Lammermoor and Seneca LIncoronazione di Poppea for
Iford Festival, Colline La Boheme for Opera Theatre Company,
Mo > Rigoletto for Diva Opera, Bartolo/Antonio Le No
Figaro for the Classical Opera Company, Leporello Don Giovanni,
Cambridge Touring Opera and Alidoro Cenerentola, Opera Up
Jlose. Recent concert engagements include Messiah with lhe
RoN” Christus St John Passion and arias St Me as

ﬁ

Bath Abbey. James has a wide oratorio repertoire and is in
demand throughout the country, Engagements outside the UK

have included lsrael in Egypt, Pagano | Lombardi and Siva Emani
at Dortmund's Konzerthaus.

Paul Badley 7o
ath r career Paul has worked as a soloist with Richard
Ozawa, Sir Simon Rattle, van Fischer and Trevor

He ha%
Dunedin consort and has performed Oratorio
concert halls throughout the world, including E
Johannes Passion in Bejing, and Haydn's Die Schopl
Singapore Festival

Paul has performed more than twenty operatic roles throughout

oured and performed with The Tallis Scholars , | Fagiolini,
orks at major
fin Bach's

ung at the

the UK., France, Switzerland, Barbados and at the Bermuda
Festival .
C.D. recordings JS a soloist include Rachmaninov's Vespers with
Tenebrag, Mozart's Requiem with The Chamber Orchestra of
Europe and Percy Grainger songs with Richard Hickox.
His recent performances include Haydn's Harmoniemesse,
Mozart's Requiem, Bach's Matthew Passion.
Hw J\bu took p Ldm n a performance of Kurt

/ y vocals and the BBC Scottish
S broadcast on radio 3. Future
p\am\ Jud» Merm ohn's Hlijah and Bach's, Handel's Messiah
and Brittens St. Nicholas
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